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CHINESE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OF HAWAII

June9,2009

TheHonorableToddApo, Chair, a —c
andMembersoftheCity Council n

CityandCountyofHonoluiu - r
530SouthKing Street
Honolulu,Hawaii 96813

Re:RegularCity CouncilMeeting,Wednesday,June10,2009
Bill No. 15, ExecutiveOperatingBudget.CD2

President-Elect DearChainnanApe andCouncilMembers:
JeffreyD. Lau

First Vice-President
John Hui

SecondVice-President
libby V. Lew

Third Vice-President
Gerald Y.Y. Chang

English Seeretaty
Michele C. Choy

chineseSecretwy
JohnZhang

Treasurer
Sylvia Louie

AssistantTreasurer
Gayle 5. Lau

ImmediatePast-President
Ted CT. Li

ExecutiveVice-President
Wen ChungLin
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TheChineseChamberofCommerceof Hawaii stronglysupportstheCity’s Office ofEconomicDevelopment
andbelievesthat EU] fttnding for thisoffice isvital duringthesetougheconomictimes.

The Chamberhas woilced closely with OED for many years. Eachyear, in October,we haveheld the
Splendorof Chinaat the Neal BlaisdellExhibition Hall. The OED has helpedpromotethe event, which
brings in hundredsof vendorsand thousandsof customersto buy their goods. In Januasyor February,
dependingon the Chineselunarcalendar,thereis the month-longChinatowi~ChineseNewYear celebration,
which the OEDcoordinateswith numerousotherChineseorganizations,includingthe Chamber.This yeafs
eventhadrecordcrowds,with tensofthousandsofpeopleattending.Formanymerchantsin Chinatownand
atthe ChinatownCulturalPlaza,asignificantportionoftheirannualincomecomesfrom theseevents.

More importantly, last month, the ChineseChamberfinally moved into a new building they cancall their
own. After almost lOG yearsin existenceandfor thefirst time,the Chamberhasthespaceand incilities sothat
ourorganizationcanreachits thIl potentialandmakethe greatestimpacton the community.

Werecentlycreatedthe ChinatownCommunityDevelopmentCenter,wtrich will havefree classes,outreach,
refetml services,and mentoring for the community. MotherCenterareaof emphasiswill be revitalizing
Chinatownneighborhoodthrough communitycollaboration,research,andpolicy development.A third area
will deal with foreignrelationsandexchangesofall kindsin the fields of business,culture, education,and
science.

The Chinatown Community DevelopmentCenter cannot thnction without partners such as the OED.
Recently, the OED wrote four lettersof supportfor theChamber’sDevelopmentCenterin order to develop
two sistercity relationshipsin China, aswell asto increaseeconomicand cultural tieswith China. I will
personallydelivertheselettersto high Chineseofficials this monthduring our NarcissusGoodwill Tour to
China. ‘theseincreasedties andexchangeswith foreign countries,manywith actively growing economies
andhundredsofthousandsof their citizenswantingto navelto Hawaii, holdgreatpotential for Oahuandthe
StateofHawaii,parficularlydutingthesechallengingeconomictimes.

We urgeyou to fully supportOEDsothat all potentialavenuestoimproveandrevitalize the Chinatownarea
aswell asto strengthenourlocal economycanbeexplored, Webelievethat this will beagood investmentfor
theCity.

Sincerely

DENNIS1.[JWANG
President,CCCII
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